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PUBLIC ORDER PROVISION 

DURING THE SPORTS EVENTS OF WORLD LEVEL

Successful conducting of world level sports events largely depends on the adequate provision of public order. The experience of such sports contests shows that in case certain negative circumstances took place group violations of public order and riots that seriously threaten life, health of citizens, really affect their rights and interests, as well as cause damage to private and state property.

Police activities on public order provision during sports events include three main stages: preparatory, main and final.

The preparatory stage

The organizing committee creation, the development and approval of the measures plan to ensure world level sports events are the main tasks of this phase. The plan covers a wide range of activities relating the preparation of legal acts, construction of sports facilities, security measures, public order protection, road construction, transport and trade services, information ensuring and other activities.

So, in order to study international experience and better preparation of Championship in Belarus, our delegations visited the Ice Hockey World Championship 2013 (Stockholm, Sweden). During 2012-2013 it was studied the issues of the security organization during the European Football Championship "Euro 2012" (Kiev, Ukraine), XXVII World Summer Universiade (Kazan, Russian Federation).

The main efforts of law enforcement agencies in the preparatory phase should be focused:

on studying documents of constructing sports facilities, hotels and making proposals to ensure their safety; 
on perfection of internal law (in advance of the sports events it is detected gaps in legislation that don’t allow to provide public order, and initiated appropriate amendments and additions to the legal acts with regard to balance public and private interests, proportionality between taking compulsory measures by law enforcement agencies and not admitted implications that harmonize with generally accepted international standards (for example, the basic changes of the legislation in the Republic of Belarus were focused: on the establishment of criminal and administrative responsibility for certain acts that threaten the championship conducting, securing the rights and obligations of mass sporting events participants; improvement of legal basis of using video surveillance systems; establishing of additional powers for law enforcement officers.));

on qualitative training of forces and means of police (militia), the Gendarmerie (internal troops) to carry out their tasks, including the training of personnel foreign languages, improving the logistics of staff and law enforcement units (it is conducted doctrines and trainings on ensuring the issues of public safety during preparation and holding of sports contests in which take part not only police officers, but also of the emergency and health care officials, as well as representatives of the executive branch; practiced various situations (an attempt to bring into the sports arena of prohibited substances, the occurrence of riots in catering spots and sports tribunes); implemented antiterrorist training);

on establishing contacts and exchange of information about the fans with law enforcement departments of the tournament participants-countries, international police organizations - INTERPOL, EVROPOL etc. (in order to prevent entry of criminal orientation persons it is carried out their check on internal databases and Interpol); 
on gathering, analysis and exchange of information on foreign fans arrival schemes to the country, the routes of fans organized groups movement; 
on ensuring a comfortable and safe stay in the country of foreign tourists who came to sports forum (it must be carried out activities on citizens legal education; for foreign and local fans need to prepare a visual and individual information on how to stay in the country, the rules of behavior at sports facilities, including a list of items that are not allowed to carry inside (for this purpose it’s made memos and boards, post relevant information in the Internet) and other activities are carried out (for example, by Presidential Decree of 16 January 2012 number 28 from  April 25 to  May 31, 2014 for official participants of World Hockey Championship and foreign tourists it was established a visa-free entry into, temporary stay at and departure from the Republic of Belarus));

on carrying out a complex of operative and preventive measures on exclusion, early detection and suppression of possible illegal actions before and during sports forum (officers of operational police units should be focused on the collection and verification of information on individuals, hatching wrongful intent, planned and prepared terrorist attacks and other extremism manifestations; it is taken measures to prevent the coinage offense facts, illegal tickets sale, drug trafficking, human trafficking, prostitution spread; before the sports contests you must implement: operational and preventive working out in the cities of sports events (criminal neighborhoods, permit system objects, garage cooperatives, rental apartments, drug stores, attics and basements of houses etc.); examination of sports forum facilities, places of holding contests and other events (in cooperation with the organizers); seizure of firearms or sealing of storage sites on the territory of their location near the sports arenas, hotels and other places);

on making calculating of means and forces for ensuring law and order and road safety along the routes of foreigners, including attracting additional personnel forces from all regions of the country; 
on training volunteers forms and methods of participation in law and order provision, assistance to law enforcement agencies in prevention and suppression of offenses;

on equipment crowded places with video surveillance systems for the prevention and use of received information in determining of offenders.
The main stage 

Participation of a significant number of viewers, including the arrival of fans from neighboring countries, requires additional measures to secure public order.

In order to ensure the safety of contest conducting it’s necessary:

establishment and functioning of central and specialized sports events headquarters (they ensure collection, compilation and analysis of information on internal and external threats, state of public order and operational situation in the competition venues, movement of organized fans groups, and the mutual exchange of information between all actors involved in the protection of public order, and inform headquarters);

establishment communication channels and exchange of information between subdivisions and ministries; 

round-clock security of public order and safety during the competitions in the sports facilities, fan zones, areas of hospitality, hotels and other places of compact residence foreign guests, as well as in places of participants arrival (airports, railway stations and other.);

admission control to events using stationary and hand-held metal detectors, eliminating the penetration not through the checkpoints or through vulnerable places;

increase security in areas of large road junctions and public transport links, objects of trade and catering, as well as on underground, rail and road transport and in other places (during sports events just important to improve the process of road safety, based on own and international experience in order to provide the most convenient conditions for the citizens. Transport Police determines the safest routes to events places for teams, tournament officials, fans  and accommodation, special attention is paid to sports facilities, hospitality areas and competitors. At the main cities entrance highways sets modern equipment that allows follow the speed limit, the rules of passing crossroads and maneuvering, as well as to monitor traffic flows, while still having the opportunity to automatically identify the wanted vehicles. Transport Police makes video record of transports, that entered the city of the competition; schemes for orientation are developed for convenience (sets additional signs on competitions objects; for tourists arriving in the country on personal vehicles, organized special parking areas));

creation and round-clock mobile police groups, rescuers, medicals;

creation reserve forces of police;

organization of work with the fans, arriving in the country (with organized groups of fans from the moment of their arrival and departure conduct outreach work in order to avoid conflicts, provided their individual resettlement; carried out by the police escort fans before, during and after the competition, the organization of of their leisure).

The final stage 

After the competition, at this stage of the organization of secure public order, at a joint meeting all participating in sporting events summarizes, discusses mistakes, noted positive experience that will be considered in the future. 

